


 
 
 

 

 

Hans Köchler 
 

 

M M X X I I  

W A R  O R  P E A C E  

 
 
 

Speeches and Thoughts in a Pivotal Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Progress Organization 

 

 

I P O



 
 
 

 

S T U D I E S  I N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  R E L A T I O N S  

XXXVIII 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vienna 2023 
 
 
 

© by Hans Köchler. All rights reserved. 

 

International Progress Organization 
A-1010 Vienna, Kohlmarkt 4, Austria 

www.i-p-o.org 

 
 

ISBN 978-3-900704-31-5 

Printed in Austria



 
 
 

 

     TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

Editorial Note   ……………………………………………………………………………………………...    v 

Preliminary Remarks   .........................................................................…………………………. ix 

I 

Power in International Relations 
 

 

 

Power and World Order – Speech at the Turn of the Year   ..………………………    3 

Idea and Politics of World Order  …………………………………………………………….. 17 

The Struggle for World Order   …………………..……………………………………………. 37 

Human Rights and Global Power Politics …………………………………………………. 53 

II 

Culture and Peace 
 

 

 

Philosophy of Co-existence and Dialogue among Civilizations  .…………………. 61 

The Role of Culture in Establishing Dialogue and Cooperation in Post-con-

flict Situations  …………………………………………………..…………………………………… 71 

III 

The Nuclear Dilemma 
 

 

 

Nuclear Arms and International Law   …………………………………………………….. 77 

Politics of Peace in the Nuclear Age ………………………………………………………… 101 

IV 

MMXXII – War in Europe 
 

 
 

War and the Deceptive Arrogance of Great Powers   ………………………………… 113 

Grave Escalation in the Russia-Ukraine Conflict   .…………………………………….. 125 



 
 
iv 
 

  

Russia-Ukraine: What Peaceful Coexistence?   ….……………………………………….. 133 

Blueprint for Peace in Ukraine    .……………………………………………………………… 139 

Annex 
 

Statement on the Occasion of the 50th Founding Anniversary of the 

International Progress Organization  ……………………………………………………….. 145 

Bibliographical References  ................................................................................................... 149 

List of Abbreviations   ………………………………………………………………………………. 153 

Index of Names   ………………………………………………………………………………………. 155 



 
 
 

 

Editorial Note 

 

 
The texts published in this volume were presented in 2022 at events or for 

institutions in Austria, Azerbaijan, China, France, Germany, Morocco, Poland, 

Russia, Switzerland, and the United States. As this is a collection for purposes of 

documentation, some of the subjects overlap. The texts are arranged according 

to themes, not in chronological order. Each text can be read separately. 

The speech transcripts have been reviewed and edited by the author. The first 

text of chapter I and the second text of chapter III are translated from the 

German original. Earlier online versions are superseded by this edition.



 
 
 

 

… PACISQUE MAGIS QUAM BELLI CUPIDUS* 

 

 

 

Triumphal arch at Ἀntinόου πόλις (Antinoopolis / Antinoë) in ancient Egypt, 

a city founded by Roman Emperor Hadrian in 130 AD.  

Copper engraving created during Napoleon’s expedition to Egypt (1798-1801). 
Source: Description de l’Égypte, ou Recueil des observations et des recherches qui ont été 
faites en Egypte pendant l’expédition de l’armée française, publié par ordre du 
gouvernment. Antiquités, Planches. Tome IV. Imprimerie royale, Paris: MDCCCXVII, 
planche No 57 (Rare Book Division, New York Public Library). 

                                                
* “… and more desirous of peace than of war” (idealized description of Emperor 

Hadrian by the author of Historia Augusta, ca. 400 AD [Scriptores Historiae Augustae, 
Ælii Spartiani De vita Hadriani, Pars I/10/2; quoted from Loeb Classical Library, 
1921]). 



 
 
 

 

ΠÒλεμος π£ντων μὲν πατὴρ ἐστι π£ντων δὲ βασιλεύς, 

καὶ τοÝς μὲν θεοÝς ἔδειξε τοÝς δὲ ἀνθρèπους, 

τοÝς μὲν δούλους ™πο…ησε τοÝς δὲ ™λευθšρους.* 

 

 

Preliminary Remarks 
 
 

In the 50th year of the International Progress Organization, the balance between 

the forces of war and peace remained as undecided as ever. In the realm of the 

global polity, the words of Heraclitus mirror the perpetual competition for order 

as struggle for hegemony. In the nuclear era, however, the classical dictum could 

become a maxim of self-destruction. 

Hadrian’s strategic choice, at the zenith of the Roman Empire, to relinquish 

Babylon (metaphorically speaking) – to withdraw from unwinnable wars – 

may be a better guideline for modern-day politics. Though his pax Romana 

was driven more by imperial realpolitik than a genuine desire for peace, those 

in power today may pay attention to how the biographer of Historia Augusta, 

albeit in idealistic exaggeration, described the Emperor’s mindset upon 

assuming office, in a phrase that resembles and anticipates the language of the 

United Nations Charter:** 

“… et tenendae per orbem terrarum paci operam impendit.”*** 

                               
Hans Köchler 

          Vienna, Austria, 1 January 2023

                                                
* Ἡράκλειτος, Περὶ τοῦ παντÒς (Heraclitus, On the Universe), fragment XLIV, according to 

the numbering of Ingram Bywater. (“War is father and king of all; and some he has 
shown as gods, others men; some he has made slaves, others free.”) 

** Article 39 (defining the Security Council’s role “to maintain […] international peace”). 
*** “… and devoted his attention to maintaining peace throughout the world” 

(Scriptores Historiae Augustae, Ælii Spartiani De vita Hadriani, Pars I/5/1).  



Bibliographical References 

Power and World Order – Speech at the Turn of the Year 

Lecture delivered to the reading circle of Zeit-Fragen, Switzerland, on 30 
December 2021. 

Translated from German. First published: “Macht und Weltordnung,” in: Zeit-
Fragen – Special Edition. 30th Year, January 2022, pp. 1-5. First English version: 
Current Concerns, Zurich, No. 2, 7 February 2022, pp. 1-4.  
 
Idea and Politics of World Order 

Speech delivered on the occasion of Knowledge Day, inaugurating the new 
academic year, at Saint Petersburg University of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Saint Petersburg, Russia, 1 September 2022. 

Online version: UncommonThought, Portland, USA, 1 October 2022, at 
https://www.uncommonthought.com/mtblog/archives/2022/10/01/idea-
and-politics-of-worldorder.php#more-34421. 
 
The Struggle for World Order: Reflections in Times of Global Realign-

ment 

Report prepared for the XXth International Likhachev Scientific Conference, 
“Global Conflict and the Contours of a New World Order,” Saint Petersburg, 9-
10 June 2022. 

Published in: Srpski godišnjak za međunarodno pravo / The Serbian Yearbook 
of International Law, 2022, pp. 35-44; and: Global Conflict and the Contours of 
a New World Order: The 20th International Likhachov Scientific Conference, June 
9-10, 2022. St. Petersburg: St. Petersburg University of Humanities and Social 
Sciences / Russian Academy of Sciences / St. Petersburg Intelligentsia Con-
gress, 2022, pp. 80-83. 
 

Human Rights and Global Power Politics 

Statement delivered at the side meeting of the 51st session of the United Na-
tions Council on Human Rights on “Risks and Problems of the Politicization of 
Human Rights,” organized by Center for Jurisprudence Research, University of 
Jilin, Changchun, China, under the auspices of the China Society for Human 
Rights and the Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the 
United Nations Office at Geneva, 19 September 2022. 
 
Philosophy of Co-existence and Dialogue among Civilizations 

Lecture delivered at the invitation of the Minister of Culture of Morocco at  
Salon International de l’Edition et du Livre / International Publishing and Book 
Fair, in Rabat, Morocco, on 5 June 2022. 



 

 

150

An earlier version of the lecture was published under the title, “The Philoso-
phy and Politics of Dialogue,” in: Johanna Seibt and Jesper Garsdal (eds.), How 
is Global Dialogue Possible? Berlin/Boston/Munich: de Gruyter, 2015, pp. 267- 
282. 
 

The Role of Culture in Establishing Dialogue and Cooperation in Post-

conflict Situations 

Speech delivered at the International Conference on "Advancing a Post-
conflict Humanitarian Agenda" in Shusha, Karabakh Region, Azerbaijan, on 19 
May 2022. 

First published by the International Progress Organization, May 2022, at 
http://www.i-p-o.org/Koechler-CULTURE-DIALOGUE-POST-CONFLICT-
SITUATIONS-Speech-Shusha-19May2022.pdf. 
 
Nuclear Arms and International Law 

Lecture delivered at the IIIrd International Scholarly Conference on “The 
Understanding of Law and Jurisprudence,” Faculty of Law and Administration, 
University of Szczecin, Poland, on 25 November 2022. 

Online version: I.P.O. Research Papers. Vienna: International Progress Organi-
zation, 2022, at http://i-p-o.org/Koechler-NUCLEAR-ARMS-AND-
INTERNATIONAL-LAW-IPO-RP-2022.pdf. 
 
Politics of Peace in the Nuclear Age 

“Gespräche in Graubünden” – Lecture delivered to readers of Zeit-Fragen at 
Savognin, Graubünden (Canton of Grisons), Switzerland, on 25 July 2022. 

Translated from German. First published: Friedenspolitik im Nuklearzeitalter. 
Vienna: Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Wissenschaft und Politik, 2022. First English 
publication: Current Concerns, No. 21, 11 October 2022, pp. 1-3.  
 
War and the Deceptive Arrogance of Great Powers 

Keynote speech delivered at the international conference, “Berlin Wall 33 – ‘In 
the Wake of the Russia-Ukraine Conflict’,” organized by Institute for Cultural 
Diplomacy (ICD), Deutscher Bundestag / German Parliament, Berlin, 10 No-
vember 2022.  

Online version: I.P.O. Online Papers. Vienna: International Progress Organiza-
tion, 2022, at http://Koechler-WAR-AND-THE-DECEPTIVE-ARROGANCE-OF-
GREAT-POWERS-IPO-OP-2022.pdf. 
 



 

 

151 

Grave Escalation in the Russia-Ukraine Conflict 

Interview conducted by Mark Donfried for the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy 
(ICD), Berlin, Germany, 23 September 2022. 

First published at https://www.facebook.com/AcademyForCultural Diplo-
macy; and http://i-p-o.org/IPO-nr-RUSSIA-UKRAINE-ESCALATION-Interview-
23Sept2022.htm. 

Russia-Ukraine: What Peaceful Co-existence? 

Statement delivered at meeting of the Bandung Spirit Online Conversation 
Series, University of Le Havre, France, 18 March 2022. 

First published in Bandung Spirit Bulletin, No. 3-4 (2022), pp. 41-43.  
 

Blueprint for Peace in Ukraine 

Position Paper of the International Progress Organization, 10 March 2022, 
http://www.i-p-o.org/Koechler-PEACE-UKRAINE-10March2022.pdf. 
 

Statement on the Occasion of the 50th Founding Anniversary of the Inter-

national Progress Organization 

Released by the International Progress Organization, Vienna, Austria, October 
2022, http://www.i-p-o.org/IPO-Statement-President-50th-anniversary-
October-2022.htm.



List of Abbreviations 

 

ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

ASI Agency for Strategic Initiatives 

AU African Union 

AUKUS Australia, United Kingdom, United States (trilateral security 

pact) 

BRICS Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa 

CCM Convention on Cluster Munitions 

CIA Central Intelligence Agency (USA) 

CSCE Conference for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

CTBT Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

CTBTO Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization 

CWC Chemical Weapons Convention (Convention on the 

Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and 

Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction) 

EEU Eurasian Economic Union 

GMA Global Magnitsky Act (Global Magnitsky Human Rights 

Accountability Act) 

G7 Group of Seven 

ICBM intercontinental ballistic missile 

ICC International Criminal Court 

ICJ International Court of Justice 

IPO International Progress Organization 

ISIS Islamic State in Iraq and Syria 

IT information technology 

MAD mutual assured destruction 



 

 

154

NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

NBC National Broadcasting Company (USA) 

NPT Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

OSCE Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

P5 the five permanent members of the Security Council 

Quad Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD) 

RIAC Russian International Affairs Council 

RT Russia Today 

R2P Responsibility to Protect 

SCO Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

SPIEF Saint Petersburg International Economic Forum 

TPNW Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 

UN United Nations 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization 

US / USA United States of America 

WTO World Trade Organization 

 



Index of Names* 

Aeneas 27-28 

Albright, Madeleine 8, 8, 26, 26 

Alexander the Great 46 

Alexander I, Tsar 21 

Aliyev, Heydar 72-73 

Ascanius 28 

Augustus (Gaius Julius Caesar 

Octavianus) 

20, 27, 101 

  

Baldwin, Stanley 47 

Berger, Samuel R. 26 

Blair, Tony (Sir Anthony Charles 

Lynton Blair) 

33 

Blinken, Antony 17, 17 

Blinova, Ekaterina 79 

Briand, Aristide 38, 77, 91-92, 102, 109 

Bryanski, Gleb 31 

Brzezinski, Zbigniew 32, 43, 48, 121 

Bush, George H. W. 24-25, 29, 30, 40, 47 

Bush, George W. 6 

Bywater, Ingram ix 

  

Chamberlain, Neville 109, 109 

                                                 

* Page numbers in italics refer to names mentioned in footnotes. 



 

 

156

Chodźko, Léonard (Comte d’Angeberg) 21 

Churchill, Winston 41 

Cohen, William S. 26 

  

Donfried, Mark 125, 151 

Drummond, Brian 86 

Duffy Toft, Monica 30 

Erdoğan, Recep Tayyep  129-130 

  

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb 64 

Fleischhauer, Carl-August 83 

Fukuyama, Francis 8, 26, 26, 114 

  

Gadamer, Hans-Georg 62, 65 

Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von 7 

Gorbachev, Mikhail 24, 116, 116 

  

Hadrian (Caesar Traianus Hadrianus) vii, vii, ix, ix 

Hayden, Dale L. 98 

Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich 8, 26 

Henry VIII 6 

Ἡράκλειτος (Heraclitus) ix 

Höffe, Otfried 36 

Hull, Cordell 42 

Humphrey, Ted 36 

Huntington, Samuel 62 



 

 

157 

Husserl, Edmund 3 

  

Johnson, Chalmers 9, 32, 42 

Jünger, Ernst 11, 11 

Jünger, Friedrich Georg 11 

  

Kant, Immanuel 6, 22, 36-37, 50, 64, 109 

Kellogg, Frank B. 38, 77, 91-92, 102, 109 

Kelsen, Hans 51, 88 

Kennan, George F. 115 

Kennedy, John Fitzgerald 98, 103-107, 109, 122, 128 

Kennedy, Paul 9 

Kissinger, Henry A. 35, 47, 126-127, 129, 136 

Klose, Fabian 21 

Köchler, Hans 125, 141, 148 

Krüdener, Baroness Barbara von 21 

Kushi, Siditha 30 

  

Lauer, Matt 8 

Lauterpacht, Hersch 82, 83 

Lythgoe, Gail 97 

  

Mason, Alpheus Thomas 80 

Matern, Tobias 93 

McCartin, Brian 29 

Mearsheimer, John 15, 50, 97, 108, 136 



 

 

158

Medvedev, Dmitry 125 

Merkel, Angela 113 

Molotov, Vyacheslav 6 

Morgenthau, Hans 38 

  

Napoleon (Napoleon I) vii, 20, 37, 54, 101, 114, 140 

  

Obama, Barack Hussein 31 

Ogletree, Greg 98 

  

Paine, Thomas 29 

Pal, Radhabinod 79 

Panor, Alexander 79 

Proudhon, Pierre-Joseph 79 

Putin, Vladimir 31, 33, 33, 48, 118, 125, 127 

  

Rauchhaus, Robert 86 

Reagan, Ronald 27 

Reisman, W. Michael 99 

Ribbentrop, Joachim von 6 

Röling, B. V. A. 80 

Roosevelt, Franklin D. 29 

Rothenfusser, Kaspar 3, 101 

Russell, Bertrand 79 

Rüter, C. F. 80 

  



 

 

159 

Sachs, Jeffrey D. 26, 27 

Schmitt, Carl 12 

Scholz, Olaf 17 

Schwarzenberger, Georg 108 

Schwebel, Stephen M. 78, 78, 82 

Shaud, John A. 98 

Spartianus, Ælius vii, ix 

Stone, Harlan Fiske 79, 80 

  

Tannenwald, Nina 46 

Techau, Jan 93 

Thomson, Charles 28, 28 

Timofeev, Ivan 32 

Tolstoi, Leo 114 

Trenin, Dmitri 33 

Truman, Harry S.  115 

Trump, Donald J. 5, 5, 31 

  

Ustor, Endre 80 

  

Virgil (Publius Vergilius Maro) 19-20, 27-29, 101 

  

Weber, Max 92, 105, 126 

Wilson, Woodrow 21-22, 120 

Winthrop, John 27 

Winthrop, Robert C. 27 



 

 

160

Yamaguchi, Mari 84 

Yilmaz, Mesut 116 

  

Zelenskyy, Volodymyr 119, 130 

 




