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Editorial Note

The texts published in this volume were presented in 2022 at events or for
institutions in Austria, Azerbaijan, China, France, Germany, Morocco, Poland,
Russia, Switzerland, and the United States. As this is a collection for purposes of
documentation, some of the subjects overlap. The texts are arranged according

to themes, not in chronological order. Each text can be read separately.

The speech transcripts have been reviewed and edited by the author. The first
text of chapter I and the second text of chapter IIl are translated from the

German original. Earlier online versions are superseded by this edition.



... PACISQUE MAGIS QUAM BELLI CUPIDUS"

Triumphal arch at Avtivéov ndéAig (Antinoopolis / Antinoé) in ancient Egypt,
a city founded by Roman Emperor Hadrian in 130 AD.

Copper engraving created during Napoleon’s expedition to Egypt (1798-1801).
Source: Description de I'Egypte, ou Recueil des observations et des recherches qui ont été
faites en Egypte pendant l'expédition de l'armée frangaise, publié par ordre du
gouvernment. Antiquités, Planches. Tome IV. Imprimerie royale, Paris: MDCCCXVII,
planche Ne 57 (Rare Book Division, New York Public Library).

* 0

.. and more desirous of peace than of war” (idealized description of Emperor
Hadrian by the author of Historia Augusta, ca. 400 AD [Scriptores Historiae Augustae,
Zlii Spartiani De vita Hadriani, Pars 1/10/2; quoted from Loeb Classical Library,
1921]).
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Preliminary Remarks

In the 50t year of the International Progress Organization, the balance between
the forces of war and peace remained as undecided as ever. In the realm of the
global polity, the words of Heraclitus mirror the perpetual competition for order
as struggle for hegemony. In the nuclear era, however, the classical dictum could

become a maxim of self-destruction.

Hadrian’s strategic choice, at the zenith of the Roman Empire, to relinquish
Babylon (metaphorically speaking) - to withdraw from unwinnable wars -
may be a better guideline for modern-day politics. Though his pax Romana
was driven more by imperial realpolitik than a genuine desire for peace, those
in power today may pay attention to how the biographer of Historia Augusta,
albeit in idealistic exaggeration, described the Emperor's mindset upon
assuming office, in a phrase that resembles and anticipates the language of the
United Nations Charter:*

PSS

“... et tenendae per orbem terrarum paci operam impendit.

Hans Kochler
Vienna, Austria, 1 January 2023

*‘Hpdxetrog, Mept tod mavtds (Heraclitus, On the Universe), fragment XLIV, according to
the numbering of Ingram Bywater. (“War is father and king of all; and some he has
shown as gods, others men; some he has made slaves, others free.”)

™ Article 39 (defining the Security Council’s role “to maintain [...] international peace”).

»* “.. and devoted his attention to maintaining peace throughout the world”

(Scriptores Historiae Augustae, £lii Spartiani De vita Hadriani, Pars 1/5/1).
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations
Agency for Strategic Initiatives
African Union

Australia, United Kingdom, United States (trilateral security
pact)

Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa

Convention on Cluster Munitions

Central Intelligence Agency (USA)

Conference for Security and Co-operation in Europe
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization

Chemical Weapons Convention (Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and
Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction)

Eurasian Economic Union

Global Magnitsky Act (Global Magnitsky Human Rights
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Group of Seven

intercontinental ballistic missile
International Criminal Court
International Court of Justice
International Progress Organization
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria
information technology

mutual assured destruction
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