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Hans Kochler is recognized for pioneering the philosophical
framework of intercultural dialogue and for exposing the
politicization of international criminal justice — work that has shaped
global discourse on equitable governance and the rule of law.

Hans Kochler is an Austrian philosopher, legal scholar, and long-standing civil society
leader known for his profound contributions to phenomenology, the philosophy of
international law, and the global discourse on civilizational dialogue. As the founder and
president of the International Progress Organizationand a retired professor of
philosophy at the University of Innsbruck, his career is defined by a steadfast commitment

to analyzing the tension between power and justice in world affairs. Kéchler's intellectual
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orientation combines rigorous academic inquiry with active, principled engagement in
international politics, driven by a vision of a more democratic and equitable world order

grounded in the rule of law.

Early Life and Education

Hans Kochler was born in Schwaz, Tyrol, and his intellectual formation was deeply shaped
by the vibrant atmosphere of the European Forum Alpbach during his student years.
There, he served as a board member and organized lecture series, which allowed him to
establish early contacts with leading European intellectuals like Hans-Georg
Gadamer, Karl Popper, and Manes Sperber. These experiences during the Cold War era
opened a dialogue with humanist philosophers of the Praxis school in Eastern Europe,

broadening his perspective beyond continental boundaries.

His academic pursuits at the University of Innsbruck were marked by exceptional
achievement. Kéchler developed a keen interest in existential philosophy, transcendental
philosophy, and phenomenology, undertaking an epistemological critique of Edmund
Husserl's transcendental idealism. He earned his doctorate in philosophy in 1972 with the
highest honors possible, graduating sub auspiciis praesidentis rei publicae. This period
solidified his foundational philosophical outlook, which would soon expand to encompass

philosophy of law and political philosophy.
Career

Following his graduation, Kdéchler's career immediately took on an international
dimension. In early 1974, with support from Austrian Foreign Minister Rudolf
Kirchschlager, he embarked on a world tour to present his ideas on intercultural
understanding. He met with political leaders and intellectuals across continents, including
Egyptian Minister of Culture Yussef el-Sebai, Indian novelist Mulk Raj Anand, and
Senegalese President Léopold Sédar Senghor. This tour operationalized his early
theoretical concept of "cultural self-comprehension,” a precursor to the later global

dialogue of civilizations discourse.

In 1972, alongside his academic work, Kochler founded the International Progress
Organization (I.P.0.), an international non-governmental organization dedicated to peace,

development, and human rights. He has served as its President since inception, guiding it
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to achieve UN consultative status. Under his leadership, the I.P.0. became a platform for
critical international conferences, including a seminal 1971 conference on transborder
cooperation in the Alpine region that helped pioneer the "Euroregion” concept within the

European Union.

His academic appointment progressed steadily at the University of Innsbruck. In 1982, he
was appointed University Professor of Philosophy with a focus on Political Philosophy
and Philosophical Anthropology. From 1990 to 2008, he also served as Chairman of the
university's Department of Philosophy, significantly influencing its academic direction.
Throughout his tenure, he chaired the Arbeitsgemeinschaft fiir Wissenschaft und

Politik (Working Group for Sciences and Politics), a research group he has led since 1971.

Kochler's scholarly output in the 1970s and 1980s was prolific and interdisciplinary. He
collaborated with Cardinal Karol Wojtyta (the future Pope John Paul II) within the
International Society for Phenomenology, publishing early commentaries on Wojtyta's
anthropological conceptions. During this period, he also developed a critique of legal
positivism and articulated a theory positioning human rights as the very basis for the
validity of international law, as outlined in his 1981 work Die Prinzipien des Vélkerrechts

und die Menschenrechte.

The 1990s saw Kochler intensify his focus on questions of world order, United Nations
reform, and the philosophical foundations of international democracy. He organized and
participated in major international conferences, such as the "Second International
Conference On A More Democratic United Nations" at the UN headquarters in Vienna in
1991. His expertise was recognized through roles in European Commission research

networks and the Council of Europe's Expert Group on Democratic Citizenship.

A defining moment in his public engagement came in April 2000, when UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan appointed him as an official international observer at the Pan Am
Flight 103 (Lockerbie) bombing trial in the Netherlands. His detailed, critical reports on
the trial and appeal proceedings argued that political considerations had compromised
judicial impartiality. These reports sparked a global debate on the politicization of

international criminal justice and brought his work to wider international attention.

Parallel to his legal critiques, Kochler persistently advanced the cause of inter-cultural
and inter-religious dialogue. He worked with figures like Crown Prince Hassan of Jordan

and Cardinal Franz Konigon Islamic-Christian understanding. His lectures and
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publications, such as his 2009 Arabic work The Muslims and the West: From Confrontation
to Dialogue, have contributed substantially to scholarly and diplomatic efforts to bridge

civilizational divides.

Beyond his home institution, Kochler accepted numerous visiting professorships, sharing
his expertise globally. He served as a Visiting Professor at the University of Malaya in
Kuala Lumpur (1998) and as a Visiting Professorial Lecturer at the Polytechnic University
of the Philippines in Manila (since 2004). He was also appointed an Honorary Professor

of Philosophy at Pamukkale University in Turkey in 2008.

In his later career, Kochler continued to publish extensively on the antagonistic
relationship between power and law, the reform of the UN Security Council, and the
paradigms of world order. His 2003 book Global Justice or Global Revenge? remains a
seminal critical text in the field of international criminal law. He joined the faculty of
the Center for Cultural Diplomacy Studies in Berlin in 2018 and later the Berlin University

of Digital Sciences in 2019, extending his scholarly reach into new domains.

Throughout his career, Kochler has acted as an editor and editorial board member for
several academic book series and journals, including Studies in International
Relations and the Iranian journal Hekmat va Falsafeh (Wisdom and Philosophy). This
editorial work has helped cultivate and disseminate philosophical and legal scholarship

across cultural and linguistic barriers.

His recognition is reflected in multiple honorary doctorates. He received a Doctor of
Humanities honoris causa from Mindanao State University in the Philippines in 2004 for
his contributions to civilizational dialogue, and another from the Armenian State
Pedagogical University in 2012. These honors underscore the global impact of his work

beyond the European academic context.

Today, though retired from his professorial chair at Innsbruck, Hans Kéchler remains an
active scholar, author, and president of the International Progress Organization. His
recent publications, such as Challenges and Contradictions of World Order (2022)
and MMXXII: WAR OR PEACE (2023), demonstrate his continued commitment to
analyzing and influencing the foundational principles of international relations in an

increasingly complex global landscape.
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Leadership Style and Personality

Colleagues and observers describe Hans Kochler as a principled and persistent
intellectual leader, characterized by a quiet but unwavering determination. His leadership
of the International Progress Organization for over five decades reveals a style built on
long-term vision and ideological consistency rather than charismatic appeal. He
approaches complex global issues with a scholar's patience for detail and a advocate's
tenacity, meticulously building arguments through extensive research and

documentation.

His personality blends a typically Austrian academic formality with a genuinely
cosmopolitan openness. Having engaged with thinkers and leaders from vastly different
cultural and political backgrounds since the early 1970s, he demonstrates a capacity for
respectful dialogue even when presenting firm, critical positions. This demeanor has
allowed him to maintain scholarly credibility and NGO access within diverse international
forums, from United Nations committees to academic conferences across Asia, Europe,

and the Middle East.

Philosophy or Worldview

At the core of Hans Kochler's philosophy is a commitment to "phenomenological realism,"
a stance he developed through his critical engagement with Husserl and Heidegger. This
approach seeks a realistic foundation for philosophical inquiry, rejecting pure idealism
and emphasizing the analysis of lived experience and social reality. From this basis, his
work consistently explores the dialectical and often antagonistic relationship between
power and law, arguing that the subordination of law to power politics is the central

pathology of the international system.

His worldview is fundamentally shaped by the principle of the equality of cultures and
civilizations. K6chler champions a hermeneutics of trans-cultural understanding, positing
that sustainable peace requires a dialogue based on mutual respect and "cultural self-
comprehension.” He criticizes paradigms of civilizational hierarchy and has argued that
Western discourse often overlooks the historical debt it owes to Islamic civilization in
preserving and transmitting classical Greek philosophy. His vision for world order is one
of democratized international relations where the rule of law, not power politics, governs

state conduct.
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Impact and Legacy

Hans Kochler's legacy is that of a bridge-building philosopher who has left a distinct
imprint on several fields. In international law and politics, his observer reports on the
Lockerbie trial are cited as a critical analysis of the flaws in ad hoc international tribunals,
contributing to ongoing debates about the independence and fairness of international
criminal justice. His persistent advocacy for United Nations reform, particularly of the
Security Council, has made him a respected voice among civil society organizations and

academics focused on global governance.

Within philosophy, his contributions to phenomenological realism and his
interdisciplinary application of phenomenology to legal and political theory have
influenced subsequent scholars exploring the philosophical foundations of human rights
and international law. Perhaps most enduringly, his early and sustained promotion of the
"dialogue of civilizations" concept, articulated years before it became a diplomatic slogan,
established him as a pioneering thinker in intercultural philosophy. His work provides a
robust intellectual framework for efforts to foster understanding between the Muslim

world and the West.

Personal Characteristics

Outside his public intellectual role, Hans Kochler is known for a deep, abiding passion for
art and literature, which he views as essential expressions of human culture and
understanding. He has maintained long-term friendships with artists and writers,
including the French poet and playwright Jean Genet, whom he hosted in Vienna in 1983.
This engagement with the arts reflects his belief in the importance of aesthetic and

cultural dimensions in complementing philosophical and political analysis.

His personal ethos is marked by a profound sense of civic duty and intellectual integrity.
The honor of graduating sub auspiciis—under the auspices of the Austrian Republic—is
not merely an academic accolade but appears to reflect a lifelong commitment to utilizing
one's knowledge for the public good. Despite the often-controversial nature of his
critiques, especially of powerful states and institutions, he has maintained his course with

a conviction that stems from a carefully reasoned, principled philosophical foundation.
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