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Hans Kochler

Born Schwaz, Tyrol, Austria

Main interests Hermeneutics
Philosophy of law
Political philosophy
Philosophical anthropology

Notable ideas Transcendental realism
Dialectic of power and law

Cultural self-comprehension
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Hans Kdchler (born 18 October 1948) is a professor of philogoahthe
University of Innsbruck, Austria, and presidenttod International Progress
Organization, a non-governmental organization inscitative status with
the United Nations. In his general philosophicalamnk he is influenced by
Husserl and Heidegger, his legal thinking has tsped by the approach
of Kelsen. Kdchler has made major contributionpbenomenology and
philosophical anthropology and has developed a éeentics of trans-
cultural understanding that has influenced thealisge on the dialogue of
civilizations (a term which he used for the firshe in 1972), particularly
as regards the relations between Islam and the .\WHist research in
political and legal philosophy—combined with hisvatvement with the
UN—has resulted in a fundamental critique of thetestentered
international system and in specific proposalstierdemocratization of the
United Nations Organization and for a viable systeminternational
criminal justice.

Kdchler has long worked on the philosophical basfsinternational
relations. He came to prominence in the world dérimational politics
when he was nominated by then UN Secretary-GeflAnnan as an
observer at the Pan Am Flight 103 (Lockerbie) bamlirial.

Major works

e Die Subjekt-Objekt-Dialektik in der transzendemta®hanomenologie.
Das Seinsproblem zwischen Idealismus und Realigiviosographien
zur philosophischen Forschung, vol. 112.) Meisenhai G.: Anton
Hain, 1974.

o Skepsis und Gesellschaftskritik im Denken Martindeiggers
Monographien zur philosophischen Forschung, va. Meisenheim
a. G.: Anton Hain, 1978.

o Philosophie — Recht — Politik. Abhandlungen zuritjgghen
Philosophie und zur RechtsphilosophMeréffentlichungen der
Arbeitsgemeinschaft fir Wissenschaft und Politikden Universitéat
Innsbruck, vol. 4. Vienna/New York: Springer-Ver)d®85.

e (ed.) The Principles of Non-Alignmentondon: Third World
Centre, 1982.

e Phenomenological Realism. Selected Esdaymkfurt a. M./Bern;
Peter Lang, 1986.

e Politik und Theologie bei Heidegger. Politischertidkismus und
theologische Mystik nach "Sein und ZeWé&roffentlichungen der
Arbeitsgemeinschaft fur Wissenschaft und Politik ater
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Universitat Innsbruck, vol. 7. Innsbruck: Arbeitsgginschaft fiir
Wissenschaft und Politik, 1991.

e Democracy and the International Rule of Law. Prapass for an
Alternative World Order Selected Papers Published on the
Occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Unitédations.
Vienna/New York: Springer-Verlag, 1995.

e Neue Wege der Demokratie. Demokratie im globalemi@mgsfeld
von Machtpolitik und RechtsstaatlichkeiVienna/New York:
Springer-Verlag, 1998.

e Manila Lectures 2002. Terrorism and the Quest faluat World
Order. Quezon City (Manila): FSJ Book World, 2002.

e Global Justice or Global Revenge? Internationalrfiinal Justice
at the CrossroadsPhilosophical Reflections on the Principles of
the International Legal Order Published on the Gsica of the
Thirtieth Anniversary of the Foundation of the mational
Progress Organizatian SpringerScience. Vienna/New York:
Springer-Verlag, 2003.4rdian edition published by the Indian
Society of International Law. New Delhi: Manak Fahtions,
2005; Turkish edition Istanbul: Manak, 2005Arabic edition
Casablanca: Top Edition, 2011.

o (Arabic) Ll gl pall gat cal) 5 oeluad) (The Muslims and
the West: From Confrontation to DialogueCasablanca, Morocco:
TOP Edition, 2009.

e World Order: Vision and Reality. Collected Papergited by
David Armstrong Studies in International Relations, Vol. XXXI.
New Delhi: Manak, 2009.

e Global Justice or Global Revenge? The ICC and tbkiBization
of International Criminal Justican International Criminal Law
and Human Rights, Manoj Kumar Sinha (ed.) (ManahliPations,
New Delhi, 2010)

e The Security Council as Administrator of Justicesfl€ttions on
the Antagonistic Relationship between Power and.Ldignna:
International Progress Organization, 2011.
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(I) The State of Global Affairs

More than twenty years ago, the International RrsgjiOrganization
has called for the establishment of a just andrzald information order at
the worldwide level. At the international meetinfexperts on “The New
International Information and Communication OrdeBasis for Cultural
Dialogue and Peaceful Coexistence among Nationsggarized by the
I.P.O. in co-operation with Unesco in Nicosia (@y) from 26 to 27
October 1984, the participants affirmed the impuréaof information and
communication for “the pursuit of world peace, wrsal freedom and
human liberty” — and they located these goals exdbntext of a dialogue
among civilizations® The importance of cultural openness and a freg flo
of information for global stability had initially den dealt with by the
International Progress Organization at its firgeinational conference on
“The Cultural Self-comprehension of Nations” hetdlnnsbruck (Austria)
from 27 to 29 July 1974

In the decades that have passed, the need of d@&lay the
increasingly power-centered framework of internadio relations has
become even more urgent. The process of globaizatriggered — or
speeded up (depending upon one’s definition of dbecept) — by the
disappearance of the bipolar world order at the ehthe 1980& has
increased existing imbalances between the devejopand the
industrialized world in the field of information darcommunicatio and
has made the world order less staBlgvith the end of the Cold War, the
framework of international affairs at all levelspslitical, socio-cultural,
and military — has changed in a way unexpected agymContrary to the
high-flying expectations raised at the beginningh&f 1990s, the world has
not become a more peaceful place; the ‘“internati@enmmunity” has
remained a fiction and the United Nations Orgairathas not been
reinstated in its rightful position, namely that gafarantor of international
peace and security. The predicament of the worlghrzation is mainly
due to the fact that its statutes were made fonudtipolar system — in
which a power balance among several major play#rs, permanent
members of the Security Council, exists —, whiledality the organization
has to operate inanipolar political framework®

The state of affairs at the beginning of the™ 2Entury of the
Western calendar can be described by reference tatreer peculiar
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dichotomybetween unipolar and multipolar structures ofrim¢ional order
at different levels:

(a) the absence of a balance of power since thepse of the Soviet
bloc and the disintegration of the Soviet Unionnp®iinto the direction of
unipolarity;

(b) at the same time, howevemnultipolarity determines the
international system in terms of social and cultuealities — a multitude of
civilizations being an undeniable fact of life hétglobal level.

It remains to be seen whether the organization fih@atses on this
multipolar aspect of international relations — ngmthe United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural OrganizatiadNESCO) — can avoid
the pitfalls of the unipolar power system and thedgament of the
organization it is affiliated with. Our assessméennot optimistic in that
regard; an organization that is devoted to culané intellectual affairs has
nonetheless to operate irpalitical framework as long as its membership
consists ofstates The subject matter — science and culture — doesio
away with the hard facts of power politics, a lessthich UNESCO has
had to learn in the course of the controversies twe “New International
Information Order” in the 1980s.

Let us recall: Unipolarity in terms of power retats — which, as we
know by now, has not brought new security and pelacehas profoundly
destabilized the system of international relaféns exists parallel to
cultural and social diversity. This structural dispy has caused major
tensions in different ways:

(a) The civilization associated with the politigaldominant
system (considering itself the victorious one) tend impose itself
upon the rest of the world. This almost unavoidalmglies a tendency
towards cultural — more generally: civilizational uniformity and
reduces other nations’ and civilizations’ possiia of self-expression
and interaction with one another.

(b) In a politically imbalanced international framak the
perception of a “clash of civilizations” is beingintured particularly
among those who seek to hide hegemonial desigrisalbo among
people who are seriously concerned about the pratsem of their
cultural and ethnic identi§! This paradigm flourishes in an
atmosphere of international disorder and mistrdtat may, in real
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fact, be a conflict of interests as part of thatmall struggle for global
hegemony and the related efforts at gaining econ@uvantage from
it, is being coloured with civilizational undert@eThe reactions,
notably in the Western world, to Samuel Huntingsoh993 essay on
the “Clash of Civilizations®! and the use, by some, of Huntington’s
paradigm for the justification of military actioniside the UN Charter
— especially after the events of September 11, 201 are
incontrovertible proof of this assessment.

(c) As a result of the tension between politicditany unipolarity
on the one hand and civilizational multipolarity ¢ime other, the
controversial debate about globalization is furtimensified; its main
goals are viewed with increasing suspicion by thed® see their
capacity of independent action getting irreversigigruced.

Thus, peaceful co-existence is threatened in aaimeatally
new way: In the framework of globalization — a prsg which is
essentially, though not exclusively, driven by tpewer of the
politically dominant system — social and culturtarsotypes are imposed
by one civilization upon the others; the dominailization’s value
system is indeed propagated on a worldwide levet Marginalization
of everything non-Western often means the uprootihgndigenous
civilizations. In the meantime, these developmeanésproven to have a
destabilizing effect upon the entire frameworkntéinational co-operation.

The state ofanarchy which characterizes today's system of
international relations is a direct result of thpsecesses. The absence
of a global balance of power goes hand in hand wifitibalization’s
trend towards socio-cultural uniformity. Resistancethis tendency —
especially, but not exclusively, in the developimgrld — has become a
key factor of international affairs and is makiniglaal stability more
elusive than ever.

In view of these realities of power politics, theosjiion
expressed by the United Nations Educational, Séierstnd Cultural
Organization “that the process of globalizatiorilfemted by the rapid
development of new information and communicatiooht®logies,
though representing a challenge for cultural digrscreates the
conditions for renewed dialogue among cultures eiutizations, ™
appears to be a rath@dealistic assessment which will have to be



AugAaUAERS unInedeudieg | 29

reconciled with the development of world politidace the end of the
East-West conflict? We shall try to explore in the subsequent
chapters up to what extent this may be possible.

(I A Free and Balanced Flow of Information: Imperative of
a Just World Order

In actual terms, the imbalance of power relatior$efred to in the
previous chapter) has led to an ever increasingadiy in the field of
information and communication: Not only global a&ffaare being viewed
“through the eyes” of the dominant civilization ¢tviits undeclared
economic interests), but also regional and domestatters are being
evaluated according to the standards of the pali{ipredominant system.
The latter tends to define itself as “indispensabtowever, in philosophical
analysis, neither the notion of “indispensable om® nor that of
“indispensable civilization” is tenable. The exétmsary approach is not
only philosophically naive, but breeds resentmembray a vast majority of
nations and may lead to unending confrontation globhal scale.

What does this mean in relation to the media? Gnaat ignore the
fact that the global “information business” is daerized by an almost
complete monopoly of a few media conglomeratesh&sCNN or BBC)
and news agencies (such as AP, Reuters, UPI) ltHai\ee their base in the
Western world, but are in a position of setting gtandards of news
coverage worldwide, thus implicitly deciding abdbe “newsworthiness”
of events — according to the earlier public reladislogan of the New York
Times: “all the news that’s fit to print.”

In terms of popular (or mass) culture, this imbatarhas been
frequently referred to as the “coca-colonizatiofitlee world. As a media
observer from South-East Asia recently noted, “lyighonopolized multi-
national conglomerates under the control of a fewntries dominate
cultural markets” worldwidé&

The other side of the coin — i.e. of this globaldmehegemony — is
de facto (though notde jure censorship over news coverage in the
transnational field. The result of this state ofaak is not only a
marginalization of the developing world in the eyefsthe so-called
international public, but also an effective inalilbf the people in the West



30

niladenszanuuansignanves Professor Hans Kochler

to obtain comprehensive and unbiased information events in the
developing world, i.e. outside the realm of Wesigwilization. This lack —
or more precisely: deprivation — of information deato a reinforcing of
social (i.e. civilizational, cultural) stereotypes, process that eventually
may end up in a vicious circle of mutually reinfiug prejudice on the one
hand and distorted information on the other.

The “cultural effects of 'main-streaming' throughternationally
transmitted media productions” — as they have baetty described by
Ingrid Volkmer in a paper for the Massachusettditite of Technology
(MIT)2 — cannot be underestimated even if some obseresrs to
minimize the risks of cultural uniformity by hinginat the possibility that,
due to the dynamic of globalization, “media cult{isj so hybridized that
global ownership of media and global circulationneédia images do not
necessarily engender cultural homogenéifyy.”

The lopsidedness regretted by many observers @jldbal information
flow has detrimental consequences not only as dsgdomestic education
and erudition of the global citizen; the informatiambalance has an
extremely negative impact also in the political anilitary fields in so far
as it may reinforce existing enemy stereotypes dahds, hamper the
resolution of international as well as domesticflicts. This problem has
been emphasized, for instance, at the Eurasian aMEdrum 2003 in
Kazakhstan where Javed Jabbar, former Pakistanstdinof Information,
pointed to the “‘imbalance in [the] global media,i the flow of information
only into one direction, as “one of the major rewsdor the distorted
perceptions that constitute Western/US/UK policyi oonflicts in the
Middle East and Asi#? In this regard, the International Progress
Organization has repeatedly described the problesmsed by one-sided
information, filtered through the dominant Westemadia, on the Palestine
issue for a fair and lasting settlement of the qmreblem of the Middle
East!® The examples of the detrimental effects of a meddmopoly on
the settlement of international disputes abounel,ldtest and most serious
one being the issue of the “global war on terf.”

Contrary to expectations, the most recent formnéérmation and
communication technology, namely the Internet, has yet effectively
counterbalanced this trend. As long as accesséadlrtternet is in itself
extremely imbalanced on the global scale, alteraaburces of information
may only have a chance in the industrialized caesitrbut have almost
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none where it could make a difference: in the dgvely world. The
“digital divide” may in fact further aggravate theegative effects of
globalization in terms of development, peace aabikty.2”

Only a free and balanced flow of information both directions —
from the developing to the industrialized world avide-versa — will do
away with the negative impact of the existing infiation monopoly on
global stability and peace; this means that theacultural diversity at the
global level must be matched by a diversity in temf the global media
landscape. This requirement has long been recadjnizet never acted
upon. In the so-called “MacBride Report” — adoptgdconsensus at the
General Conference of UNESCO in Belgrade in Octdi$80 — the threat
of cultural homogenization was addressed in a ceh®sive manner; the
report demanded “that the utmost importance sholéd given to
eliminating imbalances and disparities in commuiidcaand its structures,
and particularly in information flows2! (The report is named after its
author, Irish Nobel Laureate Sean MacBride, wittomhl had the honour
to work closely in the fields of conflict resoluti@and international peace.)

UNESCO'’s “Universal Declaration on Cultural Diveysi adopted
on 2 November 2001, has again drawn our attentmnthe basic
requirement highlighted by the MacBride Reportisltworth mentioning
that this Declaration was adopted almost two dexafter the organization
had been forced to abandon its program for thebksttanent of a so-called
“New International Information Order” under pressumainly of the
Western countries during the 19885.Following the tragic events of 11
September 2001, the United Nations Educationakeriific and Cultural
Organization has apparently returned to its rootd again identified
cultural diversity as a foundation stone for thageful co-existence among
all nations. In the Declaration, the delegateseatktire “current imbalances
in flows and exchanges of cultural goods and sesvit the global level”
(Art. 10) and insist on the “free flow of ideas” #eat “all cultures can
express themselves and make themselves known.”@AAccording to the
evaluation by UNESCO, cultural diversity is as reseey for humankind as
biodiversity is for nature. (Art. B

In his preface to the publication of the Declanatidir. Koichiro
Matsuura, Director-General of the organization,cdégs the Declaration
as ‘“an outstanding tool for development, capable hafmanizing
globalization.2¥ In a more general approach, a so-called “clash of
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civilizations” — in fact a permanent global conftation along civilizational
lines — can eventually only be avoided if no pamtyhe ever more complex
global network imposes itself upon the other — &megs condemns other
civilizations to a state of marginalizati&d.

In this sense, a system that ensures the free alashded flow of
information at the worldwide level is the best daote to confrontation also
in the political and military fields. In other wad only if the actual
multipolarity in social and cultural terms comes to bear onjulkeaposed
political unipolarity — instead of being absorbed by the latter —, gidbal
confrontation and anarchy eventually be avoided. Wstory amply
demonstrates, unipolarity in regard to power refeti— i.e. the absence of a
balance of power — has always tended to reducattadr spheres of human
life to the one requirement of the preservatiorhefiemonial power. All
other considerations in cultural or social fieldsvkether domestically or
internationally — are subordinated to this cenpradrity.

If not finally oppressed by the hegemonial power@yersity in the
field of culture and information may substantiatigntribute to the gradual
replacement of the present unipolar power structoyea multipolar
international system, one that is based on theonotif the sovereign
equality of states and peoples alike. Only suclystemn — in fact a new
balance of power that will be distinctly differembm that of the bipolar
order of the Cold War — will be able to provide theemework for peaceful
co-existence among nations on a sustainable btsig)g care of the
multicultural reality of the 2% century (within and between the nation-
states). A multilateral organization such as thdtédnNations can only
carry out its mission in such a context. Indeecds thte of the United
Nations Organization appears to be intrinsicatkédid to the emergence of
a new balance of power along multipolar liff€sThe same holds true, in
our assessment, for affiliated organizations ofUhesuch as UNESCO.

(I The Role of the Asian Media

In the present context of globalization whemnomicinterests are
the driving force behind change also on #exio-cultural level, Asian
countries have gained increasing importance becafuee competitiveness
of their economies. As we can say by now, the Asegion managed the
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crisis imposed upon it towards the end of the 1988sa result of
globalization-related currency speculation remakkatell. Asian regional

co-operation — of which the establishment of ASEA& been one of the
most important achievements — has further advatitedontinent’s global
position and has increased its political weight.

As regards the issue of world order, this continbeing the most
dynamic in terms of economic development — somemsountries being
key players of “globalization” —, can indeed makelitference if Asia’s
economic weight and related influence in globalaiaéf are gradually
complemented by active participation in the glalbaidia and communication
sector. The negative aspects of globalization pdrticular the tendency
towards cultural uniformity referred to earl — can only be neutralized
on the basis of proactiveapproach, by the countries of Asia, in the field o
information.

UNESCO has also pointed to the problems causedhéyrapid
development of information and communication tedbgies in the
economically-dominated framework of globalizatidthese processes carry
with them the risk of uniformity as well as therslardization of lifestyles
and cultural practices, thus potentially impoverighdiversity.28 The
media of Asian countries, and especially of ASEABIN undertake a joint
effort at countering these tendencies towards tmity — and they can and
will make a difference if they co-ordinate their int¢ior@al information
policies (without abolishing, of course, the comm@nt to their regional
role in the service of the promotion of friendljations among the member
countries themselv&d).

It is a basic fact of public life that mass media agents of change.
Every democratic polity is proof of this. Accordihg a recent analysis of
the potential of ASEAN media in the framework ofimnal and worldwide
co-operation, the media help “to accomplish tramss to new customs and
practices and in some cases to different sociatioeis. 2% As aptly stated
in a position paper on the changing role of theaAshedia, “the press can
shape public discourse and serve as catalyst forget™ — and, we would
like to add, it can exercise its function in theveme of civil society not
only on the domestic, but, in this era of global@a, on the transnational
level as welfZ
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Specifically, Asian media can help in counter-balag the quasi-
monopoly of Western media conglomerates in thed fief worldwide
information:

— In this regard, the operation of internatiofi& channels with
global outlook (as distinct from an inward-looking apprbabat is only
related to communicating with a country’s expa&tshould be seriously
contemplated. An approach of this kind has now leetpted by the Qatar-
basedAl-Jazeerasatellite channel which has announced that itnofgeto
launch an English program by March next year, gpyimt it aims at
counteracting “unbalanced reporting” on Arab and shfto issues by
Western networks such as CNN or the BBEThe economic potential of
many Asian countries — Asia being the economicaist dynamic region
of the world — can undoubtedly back up such medgepts with global
outreach; and this will even be easier if a co-afyee approach is
followed, using possible synergies that may belabbs through existing
regional structures.

— If we want to move away from the paradigm ofrdeentrism
(which epitomizes everything Western as a globandard), Asian
positions regarding democracy, human rights, thermational rule of law,
civilizational identity, etc. should be conveyeditlz same level as those of
the predominant West. There exists no rational rasgu why one
civilization’s value system should be accorded gityjoover all the others.
In this sense, the mission of the Asian media cddd'nothing less than
reversing the dominant flow of global informatiavhich now originates on
TV channels in the West%

According to our analysis, the role of the Asiandiaeis to be seen
at two levels:

(a) Geographical apart from their undisputed domestic and evelgtual
regional mission, the media should aim at a “glahdteach;”

(b) Content-relatedthe media should at the same time define their
role on the basis of aniversal outlook, i.e. in the sense of a “global
mission;” their news coverage should not be couffitee“Asiatica” only.

In their complementarity, global outreach and glabasion define
the challenges confronted by and the opportundieorded to the Asian
media in a politically unipolar global environmenthrough capacity-
building and increased institutionalized co-opematithe media of the
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ASEAN countries can contribute significantly to whdatichai Pongpanich
of the Matichon Newspaper (Thailand) has recerglycdbed as the need to
“counterbalance” the Western media so that the rAsiaice will be
heard® without being filtered through channels from odésithe region:;
those almost unavoidably insert a different agefute that is alien to the
region) in a rather complex web of economic, pacditiand strategic
interests. In a more general context, internatiohakrvers have also called
for a kind of “counter-movement to the current Iscape of research on
international communication and globalization ie ¥Western hemispher€®

A remarkable effort has been made, in that regayda team of leading
media critics from Asia and the West who have uraden — under the title
of “De-Westernizing Media Studies” — to presenesdes of case studies on
the relationship between media, power and socidthirwa conceptual
framework that is not exclusively shaped by a Wesperspectivé”

A balanced international system — one that is mdy @olitically
stable, but perceived @sst by the nations and citizens of the globe — can
only exist in an atmosphere dfalogue Dialogue, however, needs at least
two. Globally, the Asian media can help to bring ab@gituation in which
the Western world is not only talking to itself.

More specifically, international news coverage dtomot be
presented through the eyes arfe civilization alone. This is not only a
requirement of fairness of news reporting, but lement ofrationality, i.e.
an indispensable element of the critical mind. Hedf-perception of a
given civilization should not be construed exclegvthrough the eyes of
another — in this particular case: the predomieestern — civilization. In
order to be genuine, each civilization’s self-reaion has to be based on
an interdependentrelationship with other civilizations which, in rty
requires the renunciation of any claims of civiliaaal superiority or
priority of one’s value system over other such exyst. In another context,
namely that of philosophical hermeneutics, we hdescribed this as the
dialectical structureof cultural self-comprehension, which is derivednf
the dialectical nature of the human mind (refletfibself=8!

What the global community — euphemistically refdrte as “our
global village” — needs in order to achieve UNESE€Q@bal of cultural
diversity as fundament for stable peacgeasuinetransnational competition
in the fields of information and communication. Tdeio-cultural multipolarity
that this requires is incompatible with the preseminopolistic” status quo
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in which the politically and militarily dominant trs also set the rules of
the “information game.”

At the 2005 Asian Media Summit in Kuala Lumpur (B-May
2005) the need for accurate, impartial and freghilable information has
again been affirmed; only balanced information wiklp to achieve
genuine mutual understanding on a worldwide leleh. non-exclusionary
approach — the only viable alternative to the Eentdic paradigm — is
followed, no party in the global game for power anfiuence (which has
been somewhat idolized by the term “globalizatiostipuld perceive itself
as “losing out” in this new world order, if | magfer to the speech of the
director of BBC's World Service, Richard Sambroaky “The Cultural
Challenge to Globalizatiorf!

This is particularly true as regards the relatibasveen the Muslim
world and the West and the looming so-called “cla$lcivilizations,” a
notion often used as a pretext for legitimizing tlesort to more violent
means than just a war of words or ideolo§i8sAs stated by the Deputy
Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dato Seri Mohd Najib rmTé&bdul Razak, at
this year’s Asian Media Summit, “[tlhere is no dbdbat in the interface
between Islam and the West lies one of the greatedtenges confronting
humankind today, and media have not played a pesitole in this
aspect #4

Against the backdrop of this rather bleak assessa®mnegards one
of the major issues of world order in our centuryould like to express
the hope that the Asian media, and particularlgé¢hof the ASEAN region,
increasingly assert their role not only within theespective polity
(domestically) and regionally, but more and moréhwheglobal publicin
mind — and that, to that end, they find effectiveys/of co-operation among
themselves. | have no doubt that the media of tBEAN countries, if they
use the synergies within the institutionalized oegi framework, will be
able to build bridges of “understanding, knowledged development
among the nations and peoples of the world,” as been said by the
Philippine Press Secretary Hector Villanueva at1#® General Assembly
of the Confederation of ASEAN Journalists in Decemhl997 in
Manila2

The countries of a region with an ever more inftigmole in global
affairs should consider to back up their positionp fmeans of active
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involvement in the global exchange of ideas on gnak level; only a
proactive information and communication policy wihworldwide outlook
will make the economic and social advancement &eldien the last few
decadesustainable

However, such a policy will not merely be a measofgroperly
understood self-interest on the part of the Asianntries. By establishing
their role as actors in their own right in the migional media sector — a
role that is distinctly different from that of metecipients or transmitters of
information that has originated and has been editeelwhere —, the Asian
media can render a great service to the advanceofemumanity in
general; they can contribute to the gradual emesyeh amultipolar order
in amultidimensionakense (combining civilizational, social and evafiju
political relations) which alone can be the basisslstainable peace.

At a time when other regions are threatened byladé attention on
the part of the international public and are tharsefl with marginalization
and the economic and social deprivation that gdesgawith it, we
sincerely hope that Asia will make its imprint ohet international
information system and will thus contribute activéb what the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgation has identified as
antidote to global conflict, namelgultural diversity The specific role of
Asia will undoubtedly be highlighted in the fortiming World Forum on
Cultural Diversity to be jointly organized by theodhdation for Global
Cooperation and UNESCO in Hangzhou (China) frono ®tNovember
20051

In conclusion A just and balanced international information and
communication order is not only an imperative of tlialogue of
civilizations — the proclaimed goal of all who telé in a peaceful world; it
may become the very catalyst for the end of gldpalitical) unipolarity.
Accordingly, a permanent “conflict of civilizatiohsvill not be avoided by
marginalization of all civilizations other than tl®minant one, but by
virtue of a free and fair interaction between alilizations and cultures — a
process that will be facilitated, first and foremdsy genuine competition
and diversity in the global media landscape. Ilhése where | see the
unique role of the Confederation of ASEAN Jourralim the context of
globalization and under the conditions of the ‘fintional information
society.” | wish the Confederation further succesthe accomplishment of
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its important mission in the service of regionalageration and global
peace.
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